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Boston Symphony Orchestra and Andris Nelsons
Appoint Alexander Velinzon as New First Associate

Concertmaster

A BSO Member Since 2000, Velinzon Has Been Associate
Concertmaster Since 2015 

Velinzon Will Also Become Concertmaster of the Boston
Pops 



The Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO) and Music Director Andris Nelsons
are pleased to announce the promotion of Alexander Velinzon to BSO first
associate concertmaster and Boston Pops concertmaster, effectively immediately.
A BSO member since 2000, Velinzon became assistant concertmaster in 2005
and associate concertmaster in 2015. As first associate concertmaster, he will
hold the Helen Horner McIntyre chair, endowed in perpetuity.  

As the second highest-ranking member of the first violin section, the first
associate concertmaster is seated to the immediate left of the concertmaster in
performances and assumes the top chair when the concertmaster is absent.
During the search that ultimately resulted in Nathan Cole’s appointment as BSO
concertmaster earlier this summer, Velinzon often occupied the concertmaster’s
chair in BSO and Pops concerts and was violinist with the Boston Symphony
Chamber Players.  

First appointed by the BSO’s late Music Director Seiji Ozawa, Velinzon has
performed on multiple BSO tours in Europe, the United Kingdom, Japan, and
Asia, and at Carnegie Hall in the orchestra’s annual concerts in New York. He has
appeared as guest concertmaster with the London Philharmonic, Rotterdam
Philharmonic, Germany’s WDR Symphony Orchestra, Seoul Philharmonic, and
the Pittsburgh Symphony and served as concertmaster of Seattle Symphony from
2012 until 2015. An avid chamber musician, Velinzon has been heard in Europe,
Japan, and the United States. He made his critically acclaimed debut in London's
Wigmore Hall with Soloists of the London Philharmonic Orchestra in 2010.
Velinzon has appeared with the Boston Symphony Chamber Players including
their several European tours and performed with the Seattle Chamber Music
Society.

Statement from Andris Nelsons, BSO Music Director and Head of
Conducting at Tanglewood:
“We are thrilled to promote Alexander Velinzon to the role of first associate
concertmaster. Over the past decade that I have had the privilege of working with
‘Sasha,’ the orchestra and I have been delighted to share in his musicality,
professionalism, and collegiality, and I look forward to working closely with him
and Nathan Cole as our first violin section begins an exciting new chapter this
season.” 

Statement from Nathan Cole, BSO Concertmaster:
“As I look forward to my first season with the BSO, I couldn’t ask for a better stand
partner than Alexander. His wisdom and experience from leading the violin
section will be invaluable to me as I get to know my new colleagues, and his
playing and dedication are at the highest level. I’m so glad that we’ll get to
continue the musical partnership we started during my first weeks with the
Symphony.” 



Statement from Alexander Velinzon, Newly Appointed First Associate
Concertmaster:
"I'm thrilled to be appointed to this new position by Maestro Nelsons. It has been
an absolute honor to make music with him and my extraordinary BSO colleagues
for so many years. I'm very much looking forward to many years of collaboration
with our new Concertmaster Nathan Cole."

More About Alexander Velinzon

A native of St. Petersburg, Russia, Velinzon began playing the violin at the age of
6 and graduated from the Leningrad School for Gifted Children. After coming to
the United States, he continued his studies at the Manhattan School of Music and
received bachelor's and master's degrees from the Juilliard School, working under
the guidance of the renowned pedagogue Dorothy DeLay. He made his New York
recital debut at Carnegie Hall's Weill Recital Hall as a winner of the Artist
International Young Artists Auditions. A prizewinner in the Heida Hermann
International Competition in the United States and finalist of the Tibor Varga
International Competition in Switzerland, he has performed as soloist with the
National Symphony of Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic and in
Venezuela. He made his New York soloist debut with the Jupiter Symphony
playing Paganini’s Concerto No. 1 and served as soloist and concertmaster for
the Paul Taylor Dance Company at New York's City Center. Velinzon's other solo
engagements in the United States have included appearances with the Seattle
Symphony, Cascade Symphony Orchestra, Rondo Chamber Orchestra, Absolute
Ensemble, Chappaqua Symphony, and Metamorphoses Orchestra. 

Full bio, headshot and concert photos are available in our online press kit. 

How to Purchase Tickets

Subscriptions and single tickets to the 2024–25 BSO season are available to
purchase by calling 888-266-1200 or visiting bso.org. Tickets may be purchased
in person at the Symphony Hall Box Office (see hours).

* * *

Titles for BSO Artistic and Executive Leadership 
  
Andris Nelsons, Ray and Maria Stata BSO Music Director and Head of
Conducting at Tanglewood 

https://bostonso.prospect2.com/lt.php?x=3TxtmrUFUqPUT55qA3P3guWd~63TuN~3j~YzXXg5Iqai5H.u_N9KgOeg2H-mv_Vfx2c2Y5PIMned7pCKyNAYWOVz2XM
https://bostonso.prospect2.com/lt.php?x=3TxtmrUFUqPUT55qA3P3guWd~63TuN~3j~YzXXg5Iqai5H.u_N9KgOeg2H-mv_Vfx2c2Y5PIMned7pCKyNAYWOVz13-
https://bostonso.prospect2.com/lt.php?x=3TxtmrUFUqPUT55qA3P3guWd~63TuN~3j~YzXXg5Iqai5H.u_N9KgOeg2H-mv_Vfx2c2Y5PIMned7pCKyNAYWOVz1HU


Chad Smith, Eunice and Julian Cohen BSO President and CEO 
Thomas Wilkins, Artistic Advisor for Education and Community Engagement /
Germeshausen Youth and Family Concerts Conductor 
James Burton, Alan J. and Suzanne W. Dworsky BSO Choral Director and
Conductor of the Tanglewood Festival Chorus 
Keith Lockhart, Julian and Eunice Cohen Boston Pops Conductor 
Carlos Simon, Deborah and Philip Edmundson Composer Chair 

Sponsors

The Boston Symphony Orchestra is grateful to our 2024–25 season sponsors
including Lead Season Sponsor Bank of America, Official Vehicle Genesis
Motor America, Official Hotel Fairmont Copley Plaza, and supporting season
sponsor Arbella Insurance Foundation. 

Press Contacts

Jan Devereux, Senior Director of Public Relations & Communications
(jdevereux@bso.org)

Matthew Erikson, Senior Publicist and Media Relations Lead
(merikson@bso.org)

Rena Cohen, Publicist (rcohen@bso.org)
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